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Approval of ‘National Strategy and Natlonal Action Plan for

AMR containment 2021-2026’

The national technical committee (NTC) meeting was held on January 20th 2022, and in that meeting the
‘National Strategy and National Action Plan for AMR containment 2021-2026' was approved.

MTaPS Bangladesh provided the technical assistance and other stake-
holders, including Fleming Fund Country Grant to Bangladesh also
supported the activity. This is a big step forward in the field of AMR
containment. Currently the team is working to develop a costed action O
plan.
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Meeting of National Technical Committee for AMR

Editorial

One of the important activities for AMR containment is to engage clinicians with
the microbiologists. Therefore, CDC - DGHS with the support from the Fleming
Fund Country Grant,Bangladesh took an initiative to engage the clinicians, phar-
macists, nurses, medical technologists, support staff and the hospital manage-
ment with the microbiology laboratories for better utilization of the services of
pathogen detection, identification, susceptibility testing, to support rational
antimicrobial therapy. This will provide economic benefits by reducing the cost of
patient care, reducing the length of hospital stay and overall, reducing the morbid-
ity and mortality. The generated data in the laboratories on susceptibility patterns
of the microorganisms to different antibiotics will be useful for monitoring AMR
trend, developing national and local guidelines for antimicrobial use and ultimate-
ly, will help AMR containment in the country.

Prof. Dr. Md. Nazmul Islam
Chief Editor
Director, Disease Control and Line Director, CDC
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Clinical Engagement for AMR Containment

AMR containment needs several initiatives including optimizing the use of antimicrobials. One of the activities
includes greater engagement of clinicians and other health workforce. Therefore, CDC - DGHS, IEDCR, and
Fleming Fund country grant to Bangladesh are jointly organizing clinical engagement workshops at national
level as well as in the medical colleges. Two of the planned workshops have been organized at Chittagong
Medical College, Chattogram and at Dhaka Medical College Hospital on May 22, 2022, and May 25, 2022,
respectively, with participation of the clinicians, microbiologists, nurses, post-graduate students and techni-
cians.

The objective was to promote better utilization of the services of the microbiology laboratories for pathogen
identification, and susceptibility testing, to encourage clinicians on the use of AMR data driven antibiogram for
rational use of antibiotics.

In his welcome address, Prof S M Shamsuzzaman, Head of the Department of Microbiology, Dhaka Medical
College expressed his commitment to organize such events in future. Dr Aninda Rahman, DPM, CDC, shared
findings of the previous point prevalence survey which indicated elevated usage of antibiotics in hospitals.
Amethyst Gillis from DAI (Development Alternatives Incorporated) Home Office presented ‘Clinical Engage-
ment for AMR Containment- Global Strategy and Strategy Process. Prof Nitish Debnath, Team Lead Flaming
Fund Country Grant to Bangladesh, and Prof Tahmina Shirin, Director IEDCR, welcomed the activity and
expressed their commitment to support the activity. The Director of Dhaka Medical College Hospital Brigadier
General Mohammad Nazmul Haque committed to provide all support. Prof Dr Mohammad Titu Miah, Principal
Dhaka Medical College, thanked the participants and urged to make full use of the lab facilities. Similar activi-
ties have been planned to be held in other medical colleges soon.




Strengthening Public-Private Partnership in AMR:
Meeting with Laboratory Management of Popular Hospital Pvt Ltd.
on Participation of the Laboratory as an AMR passive surveillance site
It is estimated that approximately 70% or more microbiological tests are performed in the private laboratories

and a recent assessment done by CAPTURA a Fleming Fund Regional Grant found that at least 40 leading labo-
ratories possess an adequate system of AMR data generation through good quality laboratory practices.

Considering the importance of inclusion of AMR data generated in the private sector laboratories and follow-
ing a series of workshops and meetings held between CDC DGHS, IEDCR (the Human Health Sectoral NRL),
FFCGB, and leading microbiologists and epidemiologists from both public and private sectors, it was decided
to include some of the leading private sector laboratories as AMR passive surveillance sites. For inclusion of the
private hospitals in AMR surveillance, CDC DGHS is considering the findings of the lab assessment conducted
jointly by CDC-DGHS and CAPTURA.

In the first phase, laboratories from Dhaka and Chattogram, which were found to have adequate laboratory
capacity with assured quality as per the results of the joint assessment, will be considered for inclusion in the
national AMR Surveillance Laboratory Network. Microbiology laboratories of the Popular Hospital Limited,
Dhaka, were found to meet the set criteria. Also, Popular Hospital authorities expressed their keen interest to
share the data from their 9 laboratories through a single data sharing mechanism using the data management
system of Popular Hospital Limited. The data will be uploaded into the AMR national data dashboard ensur-
ing maintenance of data confidentiality for both Hospital and its’ clients.

Site visit and discussion with the management of the Popular Hospital Ltd, CDC, IEDCR and FFCG was orga-
nized at the microbiology lab of Popular Diagnostic Centre at Dhanmondi, Dhaka on June 02, 2022. Decision
was taken that Popular Hospital Ltd. henceforth share the microbiological data on AMR with IEDCR every
month. Since the meeting, the hospital has already shared data for the month of June 2022, which included
information from more than three thousand samples.

Inclusion of AMR data generated by the private sector laboratories will enrich the national AMR data system
through increase in data quantity. On the other hand, quality of services in the participating labs will also
improve through participation in National External Quality Assurance System (NEQAS).
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Antimicrobial resistance containment in Bangladesh:
Government and development partners working together

The Communicable Disease Control department of the Directorate General of Health Services (CDC-DGHS) is
the designated National AMR coordination centre of Bangladesh and is implementing the AMR Containment
programme along with other departments including the Directorate of Livestock Services (DLS), Department
of Fisheries (DoF), Directorate General of Drug Administration (DGDA), and the Department of Environment
with a One-Health concept. Several developmental partner organizations like the Fleming Fund, USAID, WHO,
World Bank, FAO and others are supporting the programme.

One of the major partners in AMR contain-
ment is the Fleming Fund. Mott MacDonald
is the management agent of Fleming Fund
and its'regional team based in New Delhi,
India, recently visited Bangladesh to oversee
the progress till date in the areas of AMR
surveillance and containment in the country.
During their 10-day visit, the Mott team had
extensive interactions with the relevant
government stakeholders including CDC
DGHS, DLS, and DGDA, the development
partners including WHO, USAID, US CDC and
FCDO Dhaka office. The team visited three
national reference laboratories (IEDCR, CDIL
and BLRI), and five sentinel sites (Chittagong
Medical College, Dhaka Medical College,
Mymensingh Medical College, Poultry
Research& Training Centre (PRTC and Chatto-
gram), and Quality Control Laboratory for
Fisheries at Savar), and had effective interac-
tions with different group of professionals like
laboratory staff, the physicians and scientists,
and the management staff. The team met the
. . AW Fleming Fund Country Grant team, DAI, and
'Meeting of DG DGDA and the team' : its’ consortium partners.

The visit by Mott team was the first after launching of the Fleming Fund Grant activities in January 2020, and as
mentioned by Dr Vikas Aggarwal, the Regional Advisor of Mott, to be important for understanding the progress
in strengthening AMR surveillance and overall, in AMR containment, attained by the government of Bangla-
desh through Fleming Fund support during the extremely difficult period of covid-19 pandemic. It will help
determine future pathways for continuing the Fleming Fund support for the country.

T
The Mott MacDonald Regional OREPIT, \‘ Hi]
team based in New Delhi, and i
Fleming Fund Country Grant to
Bangladesh team had several
meetings with different stake-
holders. Some of the pictures
are shared here.




AMR containment: some of the activities performed from
December 2021 to June 2022

National Task Force on AMC and AMU meeting was
held at the office of the Directorate General of Drug
administration (DGDA) on 12th June 2022, during
which the following information were provided by
DGDA to the members.

© DGDA has imposed new regulation on antibiotic
packaging with health warning on the package to be
implemented by drug manufacturers/ marketeers.

© New law to ban over the counter sale of antibiotics
without prescription by registered practitioners has
been drafted and reviewed-and has been placed to
the parliament for enactment of the law.

N

rEight out of 12 laboratories refurbish-
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For conducting the AMR active surveil-

ment has been completed including
moderate to major redesigning and
reconstruction, installation of biosafety
level 2 (BSL2), and installation of heating,
ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC)
Lsystem in 6 labs.
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Point prevalence survey (PPS) of antimicrobi-
al use in tertiary hospitals, a follow-up study
has been being undertaken in 3 medical
colleges Dhaka, Chattogram and Mymens-
ingh.

\,

lance in Animal Health (AH) Sector, train-
ing was organized on Sample collection
and Transportation

CAPTURA a Fleming Fund regional grantee,
shared the findings of the retrospective AMR data
collected from Bangladesh in its 3-day long
workshop at hotel Sheraton Dhaka on May 16 -18,
2022. Among the countries from where AMR data
was collected, Bangladesh had the highest
number of more than one million data collected
for analysis.
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‘Preventing antimicrobial resistance together’
Quadripartite announces WAAW 2022 theme

The Quadripartite organizations FAO, UNEP, WHO, and OIE announced the theme of World Antimicrobial
Awareness Week (WAAW) 2022:‘Preventing antimicrobial resistance together’ The slogan of World Antimicro-

bial Awareness Week remains 'Antimicrobials: Handle with Care’. WAAW is celebrated from 18 to 24 November

every year.

Antibiotics
Antivirals
Antifungals
Antiparasitics
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